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An Account ef feme Books. 

IW, SENGVVERDIUS P.D. de TARAN- 
TULA. In quo, f rater ejus defcriptionem , cfft&us vtneni 
"Tarantula , qui hactenus fuhe eceultis qualitatibus adferipti, 
rationibus naturalibus deducuntur & illujtrantur. Lugd. Batav. 
1668, in 12, 

/>TpHis Author having defciibed theftru&ure of the body of 
| this Tarentin S pider, and the chief parts thereof, together 
with its bignefs, qualities, food, abode, manner, and feafon of 
flinging, and aptitude to live very many days without any vifible 
food; paiTeth todifcomfe of the nature 3nd effect of the poifon, 
which being vifcous and tenacious, exferts it felf not prefently, 
but lurks a good while in the body^and after the revolution of a 
year, being ftirr'd and fubtilized by the heat of the Sun, is rowf- 
ed and put into motion , producing for thefirft two years only 
various difeafes in the patient, as a dejection of theappetite,burn« 
ing Feavers , Cachexy 5 after which do follow very ftrange 
and furprizing effects, in fome finging and laughing-, in others, 
weeping and crying-, mothers., fleeping* in others, continual 
watching-, in fome, vomiting-, in fome, dancing and fweating 5 
in fome, madnefs i in fome, the fancy of being Kings 5 in others, 
that of being flaves -• Juftas Drunkenefs renders fome morofe, 
filent and fearful-, others bold and clamorous. This only he af- 
firms to be common to all that are bitten by the Tarantula's, 
that they delight in Mufick, and are thereby moved either to 
dance, or to gefticulate. He obferves alfo, that fome of thefe 
Patients are delighted with certain forts of Colours, fome with 
Yellow-, fome Green-, fome Red, But he noteth this as 
the moft wonderful effect, that this poifon fo fixeth thofe ima- 
ginations, whichamanchancethtohavewhenhe is bitten, that 
he, that (hall then think himfelf a King, willperfift in that fancy 
ever after, till he be cured. 

The cure of the poifonous efftct,he with others affigneth to he 
tMufick, and the dancing, consequent thereto-, which the Pa- 
rents do perform as if taught: Yetfo, that nor every oneisaf- 
ected with every fong, but each with fuch an one, as is fuitable 
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to his temper i that which is unfuitable, tormenting the party. 

Some Tarantulas he affirms to have poifon contrary to that 
of others, fo that one man bitten by both fuch, cannot bernade 
to dance • forafmu.ch as the one poifon which induceth to dance, 
is made ineffectual by the contrariety of the other: It being alfo 
requifite, to ufe different Songs and Inftruments,according to the 
different quality of the poylbn, and the various Constitution of 
the Patient. 

Further, he obferves, that the Tune which is fuitable to the 
perfon bitten, is alfo fuitable to the Tarantula it felf, & e contra-, 
as alfo, that not only men, but other Animals, as Cocks,Wafps, 
C^f. bitten by the Spiders, do dance •, and that the effects of the 
wound depend not on the life of the wounding Spider. 

After tlfis, our Author Philofophifeth thus. He efteems, that 
this poifon invades chiefly the Arteries and Nerves, and 
the Spirits in the Nerves} as alfo the Brain and Fibres 5 
and having call: the humours,, raifed in the whole Body, upon the 
Brain, difturbs the imagination, according to the diver/icy both 
of Men's tempers, and of the Tarantula's. 

The Feavers, Cachexy, Dancing, , Sleep, Waking, various ge- 
ftures, he giveth this account of •, That fince the Tarantula 
wounds by biting with a moift mouth in the. hotteft Seafon > 
thence by an opening made, the poifon, confift'ing in a Salivous 
moifiure, it out of the Spiders body conveyed into that of Man, 
whereby, upon its diffufion through the humane body, it affecls 
the Mufcles and Nerves principally, and in them, by the periodi- 
cal heat,the Spirits ftiuing up and increaiing the heat in the Heart, 
and by too vehement heat corrupting the bile in the veflfels, and 
fo caufing hot Feaveis and Cachexy : And it may beajfo, that 
by that Salivous and venemous fubftance in the Mouth, the 
Pores areobftrucled, and the paflages (hut, wherby an outlet be- 
ing denyed to the hear., it is too much augmented in the body, 
and folikewife pu trifles the bile, and caufeth the fame diilem- 
peis. 

Sometime this poifon is joyned to tlie Spirits, and thereby cau- 
feth about the beginning of the Neives another motion , than 
Nature, if not difturbed, would produce: whence , by vellica- 
ting the A ; «/f/(fx, it induces the party to dance. Or it aft ends in- 
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to the Brain, and there, by its vifcofity, obftruc"ts the Nerves in 
the place where they meet, and fo hindring the Animal Spi- 
rits to pafs into the Organs, caufeth fleep •, or, by its activity ( fo 
quick, that the Nerves cannot be obftru&edby the Vapors, and 
a, paffige is conftantly open'd for the Spirits to ifliie into the Or- 
gans) produceth continual Wakes. 

If it be demanded, how Mufiek becomes a re medy,and inciteth 
the Patient to danced *Tis here anfwered, That Sound having a 
great influence upon the Actions of Man., and being a motion of 
the Air, the Air mov'd, caufeth a like motion in the next Air, 
and foon, till theiike be produced in the Spirits of the Body, 
to whi hthe Air is impelled. Wherefore fince the commotion 
of the Pafllons depends on the Spirits, and the vifcous humour 
of the 'Tarantula, is a capable fubjed of found, hence 'tis (faith 
this Author) that the Air being mov'd by a Mufical Air, fuitable 
to the Patient, the poifon of this Spider and the Spirits of the Man 
are by the fame agitation put into a commotion > whence follows 
a propenfion to dance : And the Nerves being by the fame agita- 
tion vellicated, and the Spirits in the Nerves ftirr'd more vehe- 
mently, and confequently the Mufcles moved, the whole Body 
cannot but perform that dancing motion. 

If it be asked, how the cure is made by Dancing, The anfwer 
here is, that by that vehement Motion the Bloud is heated, the 
Pores open'd, rhe Poifon rarified and difperfed, and by Sweat e- 
jeded: But that thefe Patients are not cured by Sudorificks •, the 
reafon thereof is given from the difference between Sweat caufed 
by Dancing,and that which is provoked by Medicines; lb; afmucb 
as Medicines are not capable fo to ftirr the little part cles, where- 
in the poifon lodges, as Dancing is. 

But if it be inmled, why all that are thus bitten, arenotcura 
ble by Dancing, fome being known to have Danced 30 or 40, 
years,without being cured % Here is no other caufe alledged, but 
that in fome the poifon is pertinacious and unrarifiable. 

Thefe, and the like Phaenomena {<vid. why feveral Patients 
are cured,and feveral Tarantulas affected by feveral Tunes 5 why 
the Tarantulas in Apulia only produce thefe t^Cth&c) are fully 
explicated in the Book it felf, 
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II. REGNERI De GRAAF, M. D. EPISTOLA, Be non- 
ntdlis circa Partes Genitales InventisNovis. Lugduni Batav. in 
1(5. A. 1668. 

III. $0HANNIS Van HORNE, M,T>. Obfervatiomtm fti- 
arum circa Partes Genitales in titroqtie fextf , PRODROMVS. 
Lugd. Batav. in i5. A. i66S. 

It feemes, that the two Authors in thefe two Papers have 
met with almoft the very fame Obfervations $ which they ac- 
count New, about the Genitals in both Sexes $ and that, the for- 
mer having appeared in Print before the latter, the latter thought 
himfelf obliged, the felt" fame day that the Epiftleof DcGraaf 
came out of the Prefs (as himfelf intimateth) to declare in this 
h'\s Prodromes that, though he knowes not, whether the Obfer- 
vations of the former be altogether the fame with his, yet, to avoid 
difpute hereafter, he thought fit, in this Paper of his, toreprefent 
thefliort of his own un-borrowed Obfervations, concerning thac 
Subject, till he fliould be able to publifh a full Hiftory of the 
ftru&ure of thofe parts. 

Touching De Graaf he i. Rejects the opinion of thofe, that 
teach a Conjunction of the Seminal Arteries with the Veins by 
vifible Anaftomofes, and that reckon the Tellicles among Glan- 
dnls. % He affirms, that he hath often unravelfd tetamftbftan- 
tuxm tefticulorttm in ingentem longihtdincm. $. He afferts to have 
fhtw"d by a fhort way, VeficuLtrum feminalium cum wafts defe- 
rent thus convMvnwiem^ magnitudinem, figurant , earumcpiie in V- 
rethram exit tt at. To which he fiith to have added a very c;,iic 
tvay of examining the Bodv of the Proftat.t, From the confide • 
ration of all which he concludes , Unam effe folummodo mater um 
ft minis , eawjtte in tcftibits generari, in •veficnlis excipi, & inrii 
in 1'rethram tjici , non per umm-, nt vtdt Veflingins, fed duo fo- 
ramina. 4. 1 le affirmes to have an eafier and more accurate way 
of differing the Penis than any other Anatomifts he knows -, and 
that he arligaes to the Mufcles thereof a farr other ufe, than hath 
been done hitherto. Of all which he intimateth, that lie is ready 
to publifli a Book,after he fhall have received the thoughts of Dr. 
Sylvius upon the Manufcript thereof. He concludes, that he 
hath contrived a New Inflrument , whereby every one may give 
himfelf a Cijflcr Without any Denudation of the parts, or change 
of polUue, Con- 



Concerning Van Hows, he alfo refutes the above-men tion'd 
Jn-iftomofes between Arteries and Veins ; then defcribes the 
Spermatid: Arteries and Vcincs; the Pyramidal- Figure , they 
make, where they meet near the 7>y?«, the direct and retrograde 
pafTage of the laid Artery's through the 7V/fo, and fuch a ftrange 
Jnajlomofis between the Spermatick Veines, that they reprefent 
a kind of me mirabile mod elegantly. He alio will not admit 
the Teflcs to be Glandular, but affirms, (which is the fame 
with the Doctrine of De Graaf) tot am Tejiium molem nil effe ali- 
nd, quam congeriem minuu(simorum funiculorum, babentiumferi- 
em continuatam, at que concavorum^pro feminis materia devehenda : 
adding, that if the greater Globe of the Epididymis be well exa- 
min'd , there will appear through its Membrane fuch anfraffts 
and funkulorum gyri, as refemble thofe of the Brain. He holds 
triplicem mat mam feminis , unam,qu& i-enit a Tefiibits > alteram, 
qtt& a, Feftcttlis ; tertiam, qtiA ex proctitis in Vrethram fropellitur. 
He deduceth from the wonderfulnefs of the Structure of the 
Penis, Ten fion em ejus,& wpetuofam feminis per eundem ejaculatio- 
nem. 

After this, he intimates briefly the Obfervables in Partibtis 
Cenitalbus Muliernm, and among other things remarks (what 
was lately alfo noted out of Stcnos, Myologia,Numh. 3 2. p. 628.) 
Mulicrum teftes effe Ovario in Oviparis analogos, they containing 
perfect Eggs, full of Liquor, and encompalTed with a skin of then- 
own, whereof he affirms to have yet fome by him, &c. 
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